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Source: Gary Handel & Assoc. 


Proposed development at Hayward Place, on the site of a parking 
loton lower Washington Street, is under review. Millennium Hay- 
ward LLC is proposing a 12-story, mixed-use building. Despite 
the fact that retail has a tough time in that area, the proposal is 
for two levels of retail—40,000 s.f.—and up to 330,000 s.f. of 
office space. Underground parking for 153 cars will be provided. 
Architect: Gary Handel & Assoc. and CBT. 
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Clarendon Street 


The Beal and Related Companies are proposing a $90 million, 
32-story residential complex on the parking lot and Post Office 
site at Clarendon and Stuart streets in the Back Bay. 

The proposal calls for a 336-foot-high tower with 400 residential 
units and a 393-space garage. The program calls for 250 rental units 
(50 affordable) and 150 luxury condominiums. Zoning allows 155 
feet. Expected opening: 2007. Architect: Robert Stern and CBT. 





Folio Boston/80 Broad Street 





Folio Boston, a | 4-story, 96-unit condominium project with 5,500 s.f. 
of ground-floor retail and 118 parking spaces on three underground 
levels, is under construction at 80 Broad St. The project will include 
the existing 72 Broad St., a small Bulfinch-inspired building built 
in the early 1800s. The $63-million project is expected to be done 
at the end of 2005. Architect: CBT. 


Emerson College 
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Source: Stubbins Associates and Emerson College 





Emerson College's new 14-story dormitory at 150 Boylston St., 
opposite the Boston Common on Piano Row, is under construction 
and expected to open in fall 2006. In addition to housing 560 students, 
the building will have a full-size basketball court, campus center, 
meeting rooms, dining hall and Dean of Students Office. No parking 
will be provided. Architect: Stubbins Associates. 










4 Boylston Street a la Boulevard — 
The City of Boston and Boston Redevelop- 
ment Authority are moving forward with 
upgrading Boylston Street between Massa- 
chusetts Avenue and Charles Street South. 
New double acorn lights have already re- 
placed the highway-style cobra-head light- 
ing, and new trees and tree grates are now 
being installed. Flower baskets and event 
banners—not advertisements, they prom- 
ise—are adorning light poles. A new median 
with large planters is proposed for the block 
from Massachusetts Avenue to Dalton Street, 
and the existing median from Arlington Street 
to Charles Street South would be dressed up 
with new planters. 

Maintenance of the planters and event ban- 
ners will be done by various stakeholders 
along the street. 


Offices to Condos — The towering 
old warehouse building at Massachusetts 
Avenue and Newbury Street, transformed 
in 1989 by Frank Gehry and local Schwartz/ 
Silver Architects into the Virgin nee Tower 
Records Building, is undergoing another 
change. The building will be redesigned to 
accommodate residential uses, a response 
to increased demand for housing and de- 
creased demand for office space. Virgin 
Records will continue to occupy the exist- 
ing retail space. 

The trend continues: The art deco New 
England Power Building at Dartmouth and 
Stuart streets, currently an office building 
with tenants including Harvard Vanguard 
Medical Associates, will also be redesigned 
for residential. The ground-floor retail uses 
will remain. 

Perhaps the Hynes Convention Center 
owners should consider this approach as 
adaptive re-use. 































































































































@) YWCA Copley Square — The 
YWCA main building at 140 Clarendon 
St. near Back Bay/South End station is 
undergoing major renovation. Renova- 
tions include historic restoration of the 
exterior, infilling of the rear upper light 
well, removal of the chapel and swim- 
ming pool and the addition of 132 single- 
room occupancy units and 56 apartments. 

The 1929-vintage building will continue 
to house the Lyric Stage theater, Snowden 
International High School and YWCA func- 
tions. The renovations are expected to be 
complete in 2006. The contractor for the 
$30-million renovation is Shawmut Con- 
struction; the architect, Perry Dean Rogers. 
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501 Boylston St. — In another move 
involving shifting uses, Beacon Capital 
Partners announced that the second-floor 
office space at 501 Boylston St., the 
former New England Life Building, 
would be converted to retail as part of a 
$60 million upgrade. The owners also 
plan to rename the building from The 
New England to the Newbry (this is nota 
typo), but probably will not change the 
stone-carved letters over the entries. 
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Numbers Game 


Typical number of fans at each Boston Red Sox 
home game: 35,000 

Number of people disrupted: minimal 

Attendees at the Democratic National Con- 
vention in Boston: 35,000 

Number of people disrupted: 2 million 
























Fate of Hynes Convention Center — 
A section in the State Budget that called for 
creation of a commission to study the poten- 
tial sale or reuse of the Hynes Convention 
Center was vetoed by Gov. Romney. 

The proposed 12-member commission with 


Neda Ave 
Dini 





















ton, senate president and speaker of the house 
was supposed to examine developing air rights 
above the Hynes; continued use of the Hynes 
by the Mass. Convention Center Authority; 
reuse for other events; and operation of the 
Hynes as a convention center by the private 
sector. The long-term future of the Hynes 









Approximate number of hotel rooms created in 
Boston and Cambridge since the mid-1900s: 









5 a 00 Convention Center—the Hynes is eclipsed by 

Number of hotel rooms created near the new : : the med adnan ora in i Boston— 
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So. Bost 0 bee over its fate is hurting business. The reasons 
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for Gov. Romney’s veto were unknown. 
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Charles River Skatepark 





Nashua Street Residences 


The Boston Garden Devel- 
opment Corp. is proposing 
the Nashua Street Resi- 

ye dences, a 37-story, 415-foot 

+. residential tower tucked in 
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on a vacant parcel near the 















+ west Fleet Center entrance 

{ adjacent to the O’Neill Fed- 

eral Building. The proposal 

’ calls for 368 units and 244 

: underground parking spaces 

ae jdne on MBTA air rights. The 

_ Plans are proceeding apace for what would city. The park will have a viewing area and : ili: ground floor will have con- 

be the Boston area’s premier skatepark under could be used for skateboard competitions and ¥ HE venience services for resi- 
the approaches to the Zakim Bridge on the exhibitions. TT i: dents and passers-by. 

north side of the Charles River. The Charles Theskatepark designer is Wormhoudt Inc.,a TTE Proposing less than one 

River Conservancy is leading the planning, Santa Cruz-based design firm that has designed TT aes parking space per unit, the 

design and fundraising for the $1 million 50 skateparks around the country. Aided by Tita project is taking advantage of 









being on top of the commuter 
rail, Orange and Green lines, 
a on fe and downtown Boston. The 
aor oe eae completion date is 2007. Ar- 

: : chitect: Costas Kondylis & Part- 
ners LLP Architects, New York. 
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skatepark on a portion of Central Artery opén three public design forums/charrettes, 
space. The goal is to be open by summer 2006. Wormhoudtis expected to complete the design 

The 40,000-s. f. facility would accommodate this year. Naming rights are still available. 
all skill levels and feature a variety ofelements Contact the Charles River Conservancy at (617) 
that skateboard enthusiasts seek out at the 641-9131 or cro@charlesriverconservancy.org 
public library and along benches around the to donate or for more information. 

















Source: Costas Kondylis & Partners LLP 









The Boston Informer graphic by Ken Dumas 
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Source: CBT and Epsilon Associates 
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Two historic Russia Wharf buildings on Atlantic Avenue and 
gress Street will be replaced by a 395-foot glass office tower, 300- 
room hotel and 50 lofts. Only the Russia Building at 530 Atlantic Ave. 
—_—__ ~~ will survive along with facades of the Congress Street buildings. 





Pulling Anchor... 


North End/Downtown Waterfront 





Battery Wharf — With the help of an $11.5 million loan from 
Housing and Urban Development funds through the City of Boston, 
the long-planned Regent Hotel and condominium project is ready to 
proceed—with some changes. The proposed $225 million complex 
consists of two five-story and two six-story buildings with 103 
units—up from 73—on the top floors. Lower floors will have 141 
hotel rooms, 42 fewer than planned, restaurant, cafe and spas and 
375 below-grade parking spaces. Developer Development Man- 
agement Ventures’ request to eliminate a 1,300-s.f. outdoor public 
area on the wharf was denied by the Department of Environmental 
Protection. Construction is expected to start this fall (really!) and 
take 26 months. Architect: The Architectural Team. 


Nashua Street Park — This new park on the Charles River next 
to the Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital is one of a group of parks 
being built on both sides of the river by the Central Artery/Tunnel 
(CA/T) projectas mitigation. The Nashua Street Park will be complete 
in 2004. Landscape architect: The Halvorson Design Partnership. 


Charlestown Bridge — Even after repairs were made this 
year, consultants Purcell Associates considered the posted weight 
limit of 36 tons too high. Ultimately, the span will need to be com- 
pletely rebuilt according to Boston Public Works Commissioner 


Joseph Cassazza. The bridge was built in 1900, rebuilt in 1956, 
and originally carried the Orange Line tracks. 


New England Aquarium — Working to return to financial 
solvency, the New England Aquarium sold 4,000 s.f. of land in 
front of its entrance (now marked by Jersey barriers) to the Frog 
Pond Foundation LLC for $1.2 million. The Foundation, financed 
primarily by Fidelity Investments, promises to develop the parcel 
for public use. 


500 Atlantic Avenue at Vent Building No. 3 —Construc- 
tion has begun on Intell Boston Harbor LLC's $330 million, 424- 
room Intercontinental Boston Hotel at the former Boston Edison 
site. The 20-story development, which will wrap and thankfully 
hide the CA/T vent building, will also feature 130 condominiums 
on the upper floors, water shuttle terminal and a European-style 
plaza on the Fort Point Channel side. Completion date: mid 2006. 
Architect: Elkus/Manfredi Architects, Ltd. 


Russia Wharf — As expected, the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority (BRA) has approved the $300 million redevelopment 
of historic Russia Wharf by Equity Office Properties. The 395- 
foot-high tower project will feature 50 loft-style residential units 
facing Atlantic Avenue, a 300-room hotel, 500,000 s.f. of office 
space and 512 parking spaces. The Fort Point Channel side will 
include a 1/3-acre public plaza and boat dock. It is expected to be 
complete in 2008. Architect: CBT. 
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Fan Pier and McCourt Property — The 21-acre Fan Pier 
has been put up for sale by the owners, the Pritzker family, with 
bids due last month. The site is fully permitted for 1.1 million s.f. 
of residential development, 1.2 million s.f. of office, 140,000 s.f. 
of ground floor retail and 2,285 underground parking spaces and a 
commitment to providing a site for the Institute of Contemporary 
Art. It is questionable whether a potential buyer would want to 
build exactly as permitted. The 24-acre McCourt Property that 
adjoins the Fan Pier on the south side of Northern Avenue is also 
up for sale. It has not been permitted. 


Pier 4 — Stephen Karp and New England Development have 
an option to buy this parcel which could potentially be developed 
into | million s.f. of office, hotel, residential and retail space. The 
option has not yet been exercised. 


Massport's 'Core Block' — Massport, owners of the 12 acres of 
land between the Boston Convention and Exposition Center and the 
World Trade Center, has selected a developer to build a 600,000 s.f. 
shopping center, supermarket, residential condominiums and a hotel. 
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Massport's new 1.3-acre, $4.9 milllion Seaport Park on D Street and Northern Avenue in the Seaport District 
provides public green space along the waterfront with a maritime theme that celebrates the heritage and 
contemporary activities of the Port of Boston. Destined to become an oasis in the growing District, the park 
features canopy trees, shade pergolas, benches, cafe with outdoor seating and public bathrooms. 





The selected team, The Drew Company and Urban Retail Properties, 
has named the project Waterside Place and expects to begin the $400 
million project in 2005. Architect: Kallman, McKinnell and Wood. 


Boston Harbor Residences — Developer Joseph Fallon has 
leased from Massport a site on Northern Avenue opposite Jimmy's 
Harborside restaurant for a two-phase project. Phase I of the 465- 
unit residential project is 150 rental units which will be open next 
year. A 315-unit tower will be completed in 2006. 


Jimmy's Harborside Restaurant — Jimmy's owners, the 
Doulos family, propose to replace the existing restaurant with a 
new building next door to the existing one. No detailed plans have 
been disclosed. 


Cathartes Investments — Cathartes Investments' plans to build 


700 apartments on D Street opposite the Convention Center have 
been shelved indefinitely, partly because the market for apartments 
has cooled off. 


Boston Convention and Exposition Center — The new 
$875 million, 2.1 million s.f. Convention Center on Summer Street 
in South Boston is now open. It could be pretty quiet around there 
as there are fewer than 60 definite convention bookings through 
2010. The new Convention Center will require state subsidies of 
about $15 million per year. An ongoing debate is whether or not the 
Hynes Convention Center in the Back Bay should be kept open or 
sold to a private developer. Architect: Vifioly and HNTB. 


So. Boston Westin Hotel — Groundbreaking activities were 
held for an adjoining 790-room, | 2-story, $185 million Westin Hotel 
to be built by developers Stephen Karp, Steve Fischman, Joseph 
Fallon and Joseph O'Donnell, operating as the Boston Convention 
Center Hotel LLC and Carpenter and Co. Completion date: end of 
2006. Architect: Arrowstreet Inc. 
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Development on the East Boston waterfront is progressing more 
slowly than predicted. 


Maverick Gardens — Phases | and 2 of the $108 
million, 396-unit Maverick Gardens mixed-income 
apartment complex are under construction on the site 
of Maverick Housing Development. Occupancy is 
expected at the end of 2004. Phase 3 1s in the plan- 
ning stage. The project is being developed by Trinity 
Financial East Inc., the East Boston Community 
Development Corporation and the Boston Housing 
Authority. Architect: ICON architecture, inc. 


Cassin's Clippership Wharf (450 condomini- 
ums), Roseland Property Co.'s Portside at Pier 
One (575 housing units) and Hodge Boiler Works 
(109 residential units) still have no firm starting 
dates. Funding for Phase II of Piers Park is still tied 
up in the Legislature. 

MBTA Airport Station — This modern new 
Blue Line station opened June 3. The station features 
flight information on television screens and easy, 
same-level access from the outbound platform to the 
Massport shuttle buses. No climbing stairs while rac- 
ing to the shuttle bus. Accessing the inbound platform, 
however, requires climbing up and over the tracks. 
Architect: Wallace Floyd Design Group. 


Around the Waterfront 
...iS a periodic publication of ATC Information, 
Inc., publishers of The Boston Informer. 


The Boston Informer is published six times 
yearly in Boston, Massachusetts, and is avail- 
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Source: The Halvorson Design Partnership and Machado and Silvetti Associates 


able by mail subscription only. $25.00 per year 
(cheap!). 

Questions? Telephone 617-723-7030, fax 617- 
437-1886 or e-mail BostonInformer@cs.com, 
www.bostoninformer.com 





You Were Asking 


. When is the South Boston Silver Line opening? 

. TheSouth Boston Silver Line, a completely separate 
line from the South End Silver Line, is expected to 
open on "Dec. 31,2004" running on trackless trolleys 
untilnew dual-mode articulated buses are delivered 
in early 2005. The dual-mode buses will also oper- 
ate on three surface routes beyond the Convention 
Center, one to Logan Airport, one to Boston Marine 
Industrial Park, and City Point. 

. How was the Silver Line color selected? 

. According to the MBTA, the Silver Line was named 
because "it will deliver fast service using the world's 
most advanced Bus Rapid Transit technology" and 
silver "symbolizes speed and high performance" 
(maybe they were thinking of quicksilver). All this 
from a bus. 


Welcome to The Boston Informer 


The goal is simple: provide concise public information 
on construction projects, planning initiatives, and what- 
ever else affects living and working in Boston. Welcome to 
The Boston Informer! 


The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six 
times yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casendino; 
vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $25.00 per year 
(cheap!). Questions? Telephone (617) 723-7030, fax (617) 437-1886 
or e-mail: BostonInformer@cs.com 


DNC, Boston 2004: Everything is under control 


. Why is the United States Secret Service insisting 


on much more stringent security precautions, such 
as closing I-93 and North Station) for the Demo- 
cratic National convention in Boston than for the 
Republican National Convention in New York? 

. Secret Service reports to the Bush Administration. 
Why would the Secret Service care about creating 
chaos in Boston during the Democratic convention? 


. Recently, the Boston Globe reported that an 
official at the Massachusetts Horticultural Soci- 
ety (MHS) had disassociated the MHS from the 
"Darwin Project" which is planning a major horti- 
cultural facility on three Central Artery Greenway 
parcels. Since the 1991 environmental certificate 
specifically granted the development rights to 
those parcels to the MHS, shouldn't there now 
be an open competition for the parcels? 

. One would think so, but the Central Artery/ 

The unions are mn Tunnel project maintains that although the MHS 

The unions are coming! itself was specified in the certificate, the emphasis 

was on the horticultural use. 


© David Bryson The Boston Informer 2004 








=Boston INFORMER 


A publication of ATC Information, Inc. 


PO Box 51473 - Boston, MA 02205-1473 





= Library 
<O Boston Architectural Cente! 

ahe WN 1/04 

“«\ Ce Susan Lewis, Library Director 
c Boston Architectural Center 
<9 320 Newbury St. 
recycled Boston MA 021 15-2703 
paper 
Geiser! = tb aseedhs Laxeldaee Llsdaleesl il igs: ids Lauals ne jel finn 


